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SUBJECT: ARGENTINE PROPOSAL FOR WORKING HYPOTHESIS 
REGARDING MEAT 

1 . TRANSMITTED HEREWITH IS AN ARGENTINE PROPOSAL CON- 
CERNING THE WORKING HYPOTHESIS ON MEAT WHICH HAS BEEN 
CIRCULATED AS GATT DOCUMENT MTN/MEAV/27. SINCE THIS 
PROPOSAL IS LIKELY TO BE THE SUBJECT OF DISCUSSIONS 
IN THE MEETING OF THE SUBGROUP MEAT WHICH IS TO MEET 
IN THE WEEK BEGINNING MARCH 6 THE FULL TEXT OF THIS 
PROPOSAL IS HEREWITH TRANSMITTED: 

QUOTE: INTRODUCTION 

WITHOUT PREJUDICE TO WHATEVER COMMENTS THE ARGEN- 
TINE DELEGATION MAY MAKE ON THE OCCASION OF THE FORTH- 
COMING MEETING OF THE SUBGROUP ON MEAT, CONVENED FOR 
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7 MARCH 1978, A FEW REMARKS ARE PRESENTED BELOW IN THE 
FORM OF COMMENTS OR ADJUSTMENTS TO THE REVISED TEXT 
PREPARED BY THE SECRETARIAT FOR THAT MEETING: 

ARTICLE V, PARAGRAPH 1 HEALTH AND SANITARY MEASURES 

WITHOUT PREJUDICE TO WHATEVER MIGHT BE DECIDED 
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ELSEWHERE CONCERNING THE APPLICABILITY TO THESE MEASURES 
OF ALL OR PART OF THE RULES DERIVING FROM THE CODE OF 
CONDUCT, AND WITHOUT BRINGING INTO QUESTION THE LEGITI- 
MATE NECESSITY FOR EACH GOVERNMENT TO PROTECT HUMAN AND 
ANIMAL HEALTH AND LIFE, IT SHOULD BE ACCEPTED THAT ALL 
SUCH MEASURES WOULD BE NOTIFIED IF POSSIBLE BEFORE THEIR 
IMPLEMENTATION, THAT CONSULTATIONS WOULD BE INITIATED 
AMONG INTERESTED COUNTRIES (UPON REQUEST) AND THAT THE 
NEGATIVE EFFECTS OF ANY OF THE MEASURES ON TRADE COULD 
BE THE SUBJECT OF APPROPRIATE SOLUTIONS. 

IF CONSULTATIONS DO NOT LEAD TO A DETERMINATION 
THAT THE MEASURE UNDER REFERENCE STILL CONSTITUTES AN 
OBSTACLE TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF TRADE TOWARD OR FROM A 
PARTICULAR COUNTRY, ON THE PROPOSAL OF THE PARTIES CON 
CERNED THE COUNCIL MAY IDENTIFY MEASURES THAT WOULD 
TEND TO LIMIT THE TRADE SITUATION CREATED OR TO PROMOTE 
ADDITIONAL UNDERSTANDINGS CONSISTENT WITH THE OBJECTIVES 
SET FORTH IN ARTICLE I OF THE PRESENT ARRANGEMENT. 

ARTICLE V, PARAGRAPH 2 - SAFEGUARDS 

WITHOUT PREJUDICE TO THE OUTCOME OF THE NEGOTIA- 
TIONS CURRENTLY PROCEEDING IN THE GROUP "SAFEGUARDS", 

OR IN THE LIGHT OF BILATERAL, PLURILATERAL OR MULTILA- 
TERAL COMMITMENTS DERIVING FROM THE PRESENT ARRANGEMENT, 
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CONSIDERATION SHOULD BE GIVEN TO MORE STRINGENT SAFE- 
GUARDS FOR THIS SECTOR DESIGNED BASICALLY TO ENSURE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THOSE COMMITMENTS. TO THAT END, 

PRIOR CONSULTATION AND MATERIAL INJURY SEEM TO BE TWO 
OF THE ASPECTS WHICH WOULD HAVE TO BE CONSIDERED, TO- 
GETHER WITH DIFFERENTIAL AND MORE FAVORABLE TREATMENT 
FOR DEVELOPING COUNTRIES THAT MIGHT BE AFFECTED BY THE 
APPLICATION OF SAFEGUARD MEASURES. 

ARTICLE V, PARAGRAPH 4 - SUBSIDIES 

IN THIS SECTOR TOO, DUE ACCOUNT SHOULD BE TAKEN OF 
THE OUTCOME OF THE WORK PROCEEDING IN THE GROUP ON SUB- 
SIDIES AND COUNTERVAILING DUTIES. NEVERTHELESS, FOR 
THIS PARTICULAR SECTOR CONSIDERATION SHOULD ALSO BE 
GIVEN TO SUBSIDIES OF ANY KIND THAT CONTRIBUTE TO DIS- 
RUPT MARKETS FOR THE PRODUCTS COVERED BY THE PRESENT 
ARRANGEMENT, INCLUDING THOSE APPLIED AT STAGES OTHER 
THAN THAT OF EXPORT BUT HAVING EFFECTS SIMILAR TO THOSE 
OF SUBSIDIES OF THIS KIND. 

ARTICLE VI - SPECIFIC PROVISIONS 
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ALL BILATERAL, PLURILATERAL OR MULTILATERAL COMMIT- 
MENTS EXISTING BETWEEN THE COUNTRIES PARTICIPATING IN 
THE PRESENT ARRANGEMENT, IN RESPECT OF PRODUCTS COVERED 
BY ARTICLE II, AND LIKEWISE THOSE RESULTING FROM PRESENT 
OR FUTURE NEGOTIATIONS, MUST BE ADDED AND INCORPORATED 
AS AN ANNEX TO THE PRESENT ARRANGEMENT. 

LIKEWISE, AN INFORMATION ANNEX SHOULD BE ADDED, 

SETTING FORTH THE COMMITMENTS OF PARTICIPATING COUNTRIES 
IN RESPECT TO NON-MEMBER COUNTRIES WHERE THESE CAN IN 
ANY WAY AFFECT THE NORMAL OPERATION OF THE PRESENT 
ARRANGEMENT. 

FOOTNOTE: AS REGARDS GENERAL GUIDELINES IN REGARD TO 
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HEALTH MATTERS, ACCOUNT SHOULD BE TAKEN OF THE SUGGES- 
TIONS SET FORTH IN PARAGRAPH 29 OF DOCUMENT MTN/3B/23. 

UNQUOTE. 

2. DRAFTED BY KOENIG. CULBERT 
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